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DIGITALEUROPE takes a look back at 20 years of ITA 

Brussels ,  Geneva,  27 June 2017 – Today, historic tariff-busting Information Technology  Agreement 
(ITA) celebrates its 20th anniversary in Geneva.  

Since its conclusion in 1996, the deal has led to increased use of ICT goods, contributing to innovation and 
economic growth in all 82 signatory countries, starting with the European Union (EU). With hundreds of 
products at ‘zero-tariff’, the deal has been extended to another 201 goods at last Ministerial Conference in 
Nairobi in December 2015, after 3 years of intensive talks. 

‘By offering the latest technologies at an affordable price, the ITA has significantly contributed to the digital 
transformation of our society and our industries’, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director General Cecilia Bonefeld Dahl 
stated.  

At the WTO Symposium on the 20th Anniversary of the Information Technology Agreement, DIGITALEUROPE 
and its members will be speaking about the opportunities of the ITA as a development tool to convince more 
countries to join, the importance of safeguarding that the deal is well implemented, as well as the next 
milestones for the ICT sector at multilateral level.  

DIGITALEUROPE will be also meeting with WTO Director General Roberto Azevêdo to discuss the expectations 
of the EU Tech sector ahead of the next MC11 in Buenos Aires later this year.   

‘We wish now to see the WTO delivering on an ambitious e-commerce work programme, and to agree on a 
first roadmap to tackle non-tariff barriers on ICT products’. Mrs Bonefeld Dahl also commended the strong 
commitment of the European Commission in making the ITA a true success: “the EU has played a key role in 
the expansion of the deal and should continue to take leadership in the upcoming steps for digital trade’.  

The Symposium is taking place at the same time the EU expresses concerns on rising protectionism among 
G20 countries. Considered as one of the fastest and most growing sectors, the digital industry continues to be 
on the radar of many countries looking at developing their own local production base.  DIGITALEUROPE calls 
on the EU and its trade partners to elevate combatting digital protectionism as a global economic priority and 
lean on the ITA as the global incubator for innovation and growth. 

-- 
For more information please contact:  
Diane Mievis, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director for Global Economic Affairs Digital Trade 
+32 498 68 45 61 or diane.mievis@digitaleurope.org
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 61 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   
 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, 
Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood 
Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, 
Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austr ia:  IOÖ 
Belarus:  INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria:  BAIT 
Cyprus:  CITEA 
Denmark:  DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia:  ITL 
F inland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece:  SEPE 
Hungary:  IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy:  ANITEC 
Lithuania:  INFOBALT 
Netherlands:  Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal:  AGEFE 
Romania:  ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia:  GZS 

Spain:  AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey:  Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 
Ukraine:  IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   

 

 


